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Death Penalty - Procedures in Other States

ISSUE

This Issue Review is an examination of the death penalty in other states.

AFFECTED AGENCIES
Judicial Branch

Office of the Attorney General
Department of Corrections

CODE AUTHORITY
Proposed legislation

BACKGROUND

lowa is one of twelve states that does not have the death penalty. The following map shows
the distribution of those states.

Source: The Corrections Yearbook, 1997.
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The other 38 states and the federal government do have the death penalty option. The following
table identifies the states with the death penalty, the number of inmates under sentence of death,
the number of executions in 1996, and the methods of execution.

Over the past five years, nationwide, the number of inmates on death row has grown from 2,811 to
Inmates Sentenced to Death in States with Capital Punishment
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1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Kansas 0 0.0% 0 Lethal injection
Kentucky 29 0.2% 0 Electrocution
Louisiana 71 0.4% 1 Lethalinjection
Maryland 17 0.1% 0 Lethal injection
Mississippi 58 0.5% 0  Lethal injection or lethal gas
Missouri 96 0.4% 6 Lethalinjection
Montana 5 0.2% 0 Lethal injection
Nebraska 11 0.3% 1 Electrocution
Nevada 82 1.0% 1/ Lethal injection
New Hampshire 0 0.0% 0 Lethal injection or hanging
New Jersey 11 0.0% 0 Lethal injection
New Mexico 4 0.1% 0 Lethal injection
New York 0 0.0% 0 Lethal injection
North Carolina 166 0.5% 0  Lethal injection or lethal gas
Ohio 170 0.4% 0| Electrocution or lethal injection
Oklahoma 138 0.7% 2| Lethal injection
Oregon 27 0.3% 1/ Lethalinjection
Pennsylvania 205 0.6% 0 Lethalinjection
South Carolina 68 0.3% 6 Electrocution or lethal injection
South Dakota 1 0.0% 0 Lethal injection
Tennessee 95 0.6% 0 Electrocution
Texas 418 0.3% 3 Lethal injection
Utah 9 0.2% 1 Lethal injection or firing squad
Virginia 49 0.2% 8| Electrocution or lethal injection
Washington 13 0.1% 0  Lethal injection or hanging
Wyoming 0 0.0% 0 Lethal injection
Federal 11 0.0% 0 Lethal injection
Total/Average 3,267 0.3% 45

Source: The Corrections Yearbook, 1997.
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3,267, a 16.2% increase. The following chart displays the trend.

Source: The Corrections Yearbook, 1997.

The number of persons executed has increased since the mid-1980’s. The following chart reflects
the number of executions in the U.S. since the death penalty was reinstated by the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1976.

Number of Executions Since 1976
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Source: The Corrections Yearbook, 1997.

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the average time spent awaiting execution has been
more than eight years since the death penalty was reinstated in 1976. The average waiting period
has increased over this period, with the 1995 average being 11 years and 2 months.

Between 1977 and 1995, 5,237 offenders were under death sentences for varying lengths of time.
Of these, 1,870 prisoners (35.7%) received a different disposition, including resentencing, retrial,
commutation, or death while awaiting execution. (Bureau of Justice Statistics)

The demographic characteristics of persons on death row in 1995 were:
e 98% of the inmates sentenced to death are men.
o 57% are white; 42% are black; and the remaining 1.6% are other or unknown races.

e 15% had not gone beyond the eighth grade; 37% had attended high school; 38% had
completed high school; and 10% had attended college.

o Half reported they were never married; a fourth were married; and a fourth were divorced,
widowed, or separated.

e The average age at arrest for the capital offense was 28 years. A little more than one tenth
were age 19 or less, over half were between 20 and 29 years; about a third were between
30 and 54 years; and less than 1% was 55 years of age or older.

BUDGET IMPACT

The fiscal note prepared for SF 365, Capital Murder Bill, compared cost estimates for a death
penalty case with a Class A felony case in which the offender would receive life in prison without
parole. The total cost for the capital case from arrest through execution was estimated to be $2.4
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million. The total cost for the Class A felony from arrest through natural death of the inmate in
prison was estimated to be $1.5 million. The net effect is that the death penalty case would cost an
estimated $900,000 more than a case resulting in life in prison. The prosecution and defense costs
for the trial and appeals are significantly greater for a capital case than for a Class A felony case
and exceed the savings from the shortened term of incarceration for the executed offender.
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